Optimisation results
All the described optimisation experiments were carried out using the SNOBFIT 1 algorithm. The number of points produced by each call to SNOBFIT (n req ) was 6, and 10% of all the points were requested as global points (p = 0.1). The results at each condition were determined by GLC-analysis. The substrate was either a 0.5 M or a 1.0 M solution in MeOH. All the points produced for the reported optimisations are listed in Tables S1-S7 . The optimal point (region) was verified by repeating the reaction at those conditions, and injecting the resulting mixture into the GC. In some cases, the obtained values were lower than that measured during the optimisation, and so the reported optimal yields were the ones calculated from the injections. a) Conditions: 300-380 °C and 0.1-0.5 mL/min (0.5 M of 5 in MeOH), 100 bar, 0.5 mL/min CO 2 . The optimal conditions were verified, and slightly lower yields were obtained: 50-55%. a) Conditions: 300-380 °C and 0.1-1.0 mL/min (1 M of 8 in MeOH), 100 bar, 0.5 mL/min CO 2 . This optimisation was troublesome as very low yields were seen throughout, and also at some instances false responses from the analysis. The 'optimal conditions' were verified to be 370 °C, 0.1 mL/min giving a 11% yield. a) Conditions: 300-380 °C and 0.1-1.0 mL/min (1 M of 8 in MeOH), 100 bar, 0.5 mL/min CO 2 . The optimal conditions were verified, and slightly lower yields were obtained: 57-63%. (MeOD, 100 MHz) δ = 73.7, 60.4, 58.7, 45.2, 30.2, 28.2, 27.9, 26. 
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